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Jonathan Bailey Holland (1974–) 
Written: 2015
Movements: One
Style: Contemporary
Duration: Five minutes

	In Maya Angelou’s poem Equality (1990), there are several musical references. Near the beginning she wrote, “while my drums beat out the message/and the rhythms never change” and reprises it at the end. She also mentions “marching forward,” “the tempo so compelling,” and hearing “the blood throb through my veins.” Interspersed around those verses is the repeating refrain “Equality, and I will be free.” 
When the Cincinnati Symphony asked Jonathan Bailey Holland to write a short piece based on Angelou’s Equality he was starting with material that “is already music.” He simply drew “on the persistent energy that is present in the poetry.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Jonathan Bailey Holland was born in Flint, Michigan, and attended the Interlochen Arts Academy. He went to the Curtis Institute of Music and received his Ph.D. from Harvard University. His teachers include Ned Rorem, Bernard Rands, Mario Davidovsky, Andrew Imbrie, and Yehudi Wyner. He is currently Chair of Composition, Theory, and History at Boston Conservatory at Berklee, and Faculty Chair of the Music Composition Low Residency MFA at Vermont College of Fine Arts.
	The Cincinnati Symphony commissioned Jonathan Holland’s Equality for the One City One Symphony concert in 2015. The theme for that year’s concert was “Freedom” and Holland’s work was one of three commissions—all using poetry by Maya Angelou—for that concert. Providing comments for the premiere, Holland wrote:
Maya Angelou’s words seem as fitting for the struggles she faced during her lifetime as they would have been for those that fought to end slavery some 100 years prior, and for those who are still fighting inequality today.
©2017 John P. Varineau
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