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“The longing for home lies at the heart of the story.” - Damien Geter

Of this land is a collaborative recording from the Richmond Symphony and
Richmond Symphony Chorus under the direction of Music Director Valentina
Peleggi, created in commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the United States.

Symphonic repertoire, at its heart, tells stories. As we seek to commission works
that reflect our community, and that tell our collective stories, this album seeks to
celebrate that artistry and the voices that brought forth this music as a statement
of who we are, where we have been, and the stories that must be heard as we
shape what comes next.

Virginia is known as the birthplace of Presidents. Much of our known and unknown
US history has a home in Virginia. Each of these composers has roots in Virginia,
and each story has a connection to the Commonweol’rﬁ. We invite you to meet the
story where you are, and find within it your own piece of home.



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Richmond Symphony

Founded in 1957, the Richmond Symphony is the largest performing arts organization in Central
Virginia. The organization includes an orchestra of 69 professional musicians, the 150-voice Richmond
Symphony Chorus and more than 200 students in the Richmond Symphony Youth Orchestra programs.
Each season, more than 200,000 members of the community enjoy concerts, radio broadcasts, and
educational outreach programs. The Richmond Symphony holds a strong commitment to commissioning,
and championing the orchestra as a living art form.

Valentina Peleggi, Music Director

Renowned for her dynamic artistry, Valentina Peleggi has been Music Director of the Richmond
Symphony since 2020. A passionate advocate for new music, Peleggi launched commissioning projects
and composer-in-residence programs, dedicating her artistry to championing the voices of our time.

She has guested with orchestras worldwide such as the Chicago Symphony, Dallas Symphony,
Indianapolis Symphony, Pacific Symphony, London Philharmonic, Gulbenkian Orchestra, BBC National
Orchestra of Wales, New Zealand Symphony, Orchestra dell’Arena di Verona and Teatro Colon.

Deeply rooted in the vocal tradition, Peleggi has led productions at Paris's Théatre des Champs-
Elysées, Washington National Opera, Seattle Opera, Opéra National de Lyon and English National
Opera among others. She previously served as Resident Conductor of the S&o Paulo Symphony
Orchestra and Principal Conductor of its Chorus. Peleggi is the first Italian woman to enter London's
Royal Academy of Music and the first Italian woman to be named Music Director in North America.
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ZACHARY WADSWORTH (b. 1983)
Letter to the City

Notes as a musical “valentine” to Richmond,
Letter to the City, was the first commission in
the Richmond Symphony's commissionin
journey of stories from, of and about Richmond,
Virginia. In search of a text for the new
commission, Wadsworth collaborated with the
Richmond-based poet Joanna Suzanne Lee, a
founder of the River City Poets community
whose work focuses on “the intersection of
healing and creativity.” They both agreed that
the James River would be a central presence in
the piece.

In the resulting poem, “Open letter fo the city
in spring time,” Lee “charts the path of water
through the bustling city, past its people,
buildings, scenery, %is’rory, and monuments, and
down to the churning river below,” writes
Wadsworth. His Letter to the City in turn “charts
this same path in sound, beginning with a soft,
meandering trickle in the strings and horn, and
ending with the orchestra’s fuﬁ’ forces roaring
down the rapids.”

Open letter to the city in string time
by Joanna Lee

Your daffodils unfold in the median
just beyond the magnolia's shadow,

yellow suns o?ains’r a cobblestone
slick with pink petals that follow the rain

from a sky that promises promise
despite its tears

from (TheLrooHops holding their windows open
like the hungry mouths of young herons

from the umbrellaed heads of early morning
downtown workers & students on'their way

past the groan of traffic over old bridges
and the mud of new growth,

past the footprint of construction, scaffolding
a skeleton to cradle the generations who come

past the shop-lined sidewalks
and the sweat-stains of innovation,

past the coming-together
above colo?s’rone

where your ghosts dance
in the gaps of cloudbreak,

where art calls out
from your walls and your overpasses,

calls out from your history
and your thousand beating hearts

cries out like the young heron
ready fo take flight

down to the river,
where all rains run together

and another spring begins.



JOE JAXSON (b. 2000) Born In the Iron Grip

“Born In the Iron Grip” celebrates Arthur Ashe in the 50th anniversary of his Wimbledon
Championship win in the Men’s Singles in 1975." This 13-minute work transports the
listener to the courts of the Wimbledon Championship after an introductory section
bringing Arthur into view. The title comes from a quote from his autobiography Days of
Grace. The quote goes, “| am an African American, one born in the iron grip of legal
segregation...my inner most stirrings inevitably have to do [with] trying to overcome
racism and other forms of social justice, with the search for dignity and power for
blacks in a world so often hostile to us." This composition utilizes the hymn “Lift Every
Voice and Sing” depicting how Ashe’s talent in the tennis profession became a “voice”
for the African Americans of his generation and community.

DAMIEN GETER (b. 1980) Suite from Loving v. Virginia

The opera Loving v. Virginia, commissioned by Virginia Opera and The Richmond
Symphony, tells the harrowing story of Richard and Mildred Loving, an interracial
couple who married in 1958. Although they wed in Washington, D.C., their marriage was
considered illegal in their home state of Virginia at the time. Their case ultimately
reached the U.S. Supreme Court in 1967, which ruled that laws banning interracial
marriage were unconstitutional. The Suite from Loving v. Virginia preserves the opera'’s
central musical themes and dramatic arc. These include the home theme; the music of
the law—encompassing the Supreme Court, the Sheriff/Judge, and the monotonous
“law chorus”; as well as the love theme and the dream theme.

To me, the longing for home lies at the heart of the story. The suite opens with the
home theme and follows many winding paths and challenges until Richard and Mildred
finally return home in the end.



MASON BATES (b. 1977) Bound Away

Commissioned by the Richmond symphony for the Menuhin Competition 2021

The Richmond Symphony is a treasured part of my musical DNA, giving me the first
orchestral experiences of my life, and it was an honor to be commissioned to write a
short piece for the Menuhin Competition Richmond 2021. | often associate the folk
tune Shenandoah with Virginia (though several states lay claim to it!), and its superb
melody offers the violinists some novel opportunities to bend notes in a soulful way. In
Homage to the plectrum sounds of Virginia string bands, | wrote extensive pizzicato
sections as well. Folk music often inhabits the sounds and spaces between the notes,
and it was with genuine inspiration that | wrote this work.

Commission sponsored by the Richard S. Reynolds Foundation.
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RICHMOND SYMPHONY CHORUS

The Richmond Symphony Chorus is an award-winning ensemble of 150 members from the Richmond region.

The chorus performs regularly with the Richmond Symphony, Richmond Ballet, and in stand-alone performances around the community.
lts members are a diverse group of Richmond community members united by a shared passion for choral singing.

Richard W. Robbins

Chorus Director

Soprano
Ann Whitfield Carter,
Music Section Leader
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Kristen Melzer
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Daniel Stipe
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Chorus Manager
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